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Kentucky Midwifery Taskforce (KMT)
The Kentucky Midwifery Taskforce (KMT) is a grassroots organization formed in the fall of 2004. Its primary purpose is pursuing legislation that will license direct-entry midwives in Kentucky who obtain the Certified Professional Midwife (CPM) credential through the North American Registry of Midwives (NARM). KMT also supports expanded midwifery options throughout the state, including all places of birth.
Out-of-hospital birth is a reality in Kentucky.  Families are having home births, and will continue doing so.  It is in the interest of public safety to regulate midwives through licensure.
Requiring licensure for midwives who can prove that they’ve met the requirements for competent practice is the best way to ensure that those families who choose out-of-hospital birth will have access to the safest care possible.

“Midwives are the most cost-effective and appropriate primary care givers for all childbearing women in all instances and in all settings.  Home is the most appropriate setting for most childbearing women.  Women choosing this option must be provided with necessary diagnostic, consultative, emergency, and other services as required, regardless of the place of birth.”

~ World Health Organization (WHO) report on health promotion and birth, 1986
Access ~ Kentucky families deserve access to licensed Certified Professional Midwives (CPMs), whose training is uniquely focused on out-of-hospital birth.  Kentucky can best protect families who choose to birth out-of-hospital by implementing legislation that regulates qualified providers as 23 other states already do with some or all components of the CPM credential!
Qualifications ~ Certified Professional Midwives (CPMs) are trained experts in out-of-hospital birth, and the only maternity caregiver whose education requires clinical experience and training in the skills necessary for safe out-of-hospital births.
Safety ~ The CPM 2000 study, involving over 5000 births, is the latest of many scientifically sound studies to demonstrate the safety of midwife-attended births.  The implementation of licensure for Certified Professional Midwives (CPMs) creates a quality assurance mechanism for out-of-hospital birth attendants by establishing qualification standards and practice guidelines.
The midwifery model of care is the most effective maternity care, resulting in fewer interventions, better outcomes statistically and individually, and at a fraction of the cost of the obstetrical model of care.

~ Foundation for the Advancement of Midwifery (FAM)
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