EDUCATING LEGISLATORS
Legislators vote on thousands of issues during each session of the General Assembly.  They count on their constituents and lobbyists to provide the information they need to make an informed decision on which position to take.  Your role in the KMT effort is to help provide them with the information they need to make a decision that agrees with the KMT position.  Here are some general rules to follow as you do that:

· Be prepared.  Know your topic.  You know more about the Midwives Model of Care and CPM issues than your legislator.  You will, however, need to be sure you have a thorough and accurate knowledge of the KMT legislative proposal as well as midwifery and obstetric care in general.  You also will need to be prepared with a brief explanation of the legislation, why it is necessary to protect the public, and more detailed information to answer any questions or expand on the basic information as requested.  Organize your thoughts in advance; divide up points among all those who are attending so that all points are made and repetition is minimized; and keep your presentation relatively short.

· Talk to your legislator early.  If you share your information before any opposition shares their information, you are more likely to receive a position response, or at least ensure that your legislator keeps an open mind.  Furthermore, the closer legislators get to the start of the session in January, the less time they have, the harder it is to get an appointment, and the more things they have on their minds.  The late summer and fall are the best times to contact your legislators.

· The most effective way to contact your legislators before the session begins is in a face-to-face meeting.  Take along a CPM or KMT member for support and assistance, if this makes you more comfortable.   This has the potential to give them a better idea of the CPM’s level of professionalism and affords them the opportunity to meet a midwife face-to face.

· Present both sides of the issue, but explain why the KMT position is better public policy and why the opponents’ arguments are flawed.  Try not to criticize your opponents; just indicate why you believe their position is misguided or based on incorrect information.  Be prepared with the facts about the education and experience of CPMs, how the Midwives Model of Care differs from traditional obstetric care, CPM scope of practice, specifically, how licensure and regulation will help facilitate the appropriate referral of pregnant women to medical care should the need arise.

· Your legislator probably will have questions.  If you have reviewed this guide, chances are you will know the answer to many of them.  If you don’t, feel free to say that you don’t know the answer.  This is much better than guessing and getting it wrong.  Promise to find out the answer and let the legislator know.  Then, follow up and do it.  

· Be prepared with some anecdotes.  Statistics and studies are useful, and you will want to share some of them, too.  As a person knowledgeable about CPM practice, you will have specific examples of how CPMs are qualified to deliver prenatal, delivery, and postnatal care and how CPMs enhance patient care and outcomes.  
· Talk about good public policy.  Legislators will agree to support this initiative if they are convinced that CPMs are highly qualified professionals and that the public’s health would be more safely guaranteed with bringing CPMs into the health care system rather than excluding them.
· Try to avoid using examples that may raise more questions than they address.  For example, steer clear of any example that is not commonly accepted as a standard of care in the medical community or that may have been controversial in the lay press.  Stick to the message that CPMs are highly qualified to give care to women with healthy pregnancies.
· Do not debate your legislator on other issues like taxes, transportation, abortion, or education.  While these topics may come up during the meeting, they are not the purpose of your visit.  For this limited purpose, you don’t care what your legislator believes about any issue other than regulation of CPMs.

· Always be completely honest.  Your future credibility with a legislator, as well as the credibility of CPMs, depends on honest and accurate information.  You can be sure that if you intentionally or unintentionally mislead a legislator, the legislator will find out.  This creates a very great risk that the legislator will not believe anything else that you may assert in the future.

· If your legislator doesn’t agree with your position, pleasantly agree to disagree.  You should ask if there is any information you could provide that would change his or her mind.  Do not get angry, frustrated, or threaten the legislator in any way (i.e. “I won’t vote for you.”).  There will be a time in the future where you want the legislator to agree with you on another issue, and if you have burned your bridges, you may lose any future opportunity.

· Do not make any contribution to the legislator or candidate’s campaign during your visit.  Do not promise anything in return for the legislator’s agreement with your position.  These not only look like bribes, but effectively are, and could get you, KMT and the legislator in trouble.

· Listen carefully to the legislator’s statement of his position on this issue.  Some legislators are masters at sounding like they agree with you when, in fact, that is not what they have said.  Do not construe general statements (i.e. “I’ve always liked midwives”) to be support for regulation.  The only way to know the legislator’s position is to ask directly (i.e. “Will you vote for regulation of CPMs?”) and then listen carefully to the answer.  Many legislators will defer until they “see the language of the bill” or “hear from the other side.”  Let them know you will keep in touch, will send them a copy of draft legislation when it is made public, and would like to have the opportunity to respond to the opposition’s statements.
Borrowed from the 2004-2005 Grassroots Advocacy Guide (CMA/VA) and adapted by KMT/KY April 2007

Tip: Use in conjunction with Keys to the Art of Persuasion by Susan Hodges, President of Citizens for Midwifery. http://cfmidwifery.org/Resources/Item.aspx?ID=21
