How Do Certified Professional Midwives Receive Their Credentials?

The Certified Professional Midwife (CPM) credential, which is internationally recognized, is issued by the North American Registry of Midwives (NARM).

The CPM credential itself is accredited by the National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA), the accrediting arm of the National Organization for Competency Assurance (NOCA).  The CPM credential was developed for direct-entry midwives.
CPMs possess a competency-based education, in part through the most efficient method of learning- a preceptorship.  Preceptors must meet stringent criteria set by NARM.

The CPM has documented competent performance of over 750 skills.  As a CPM applicant, the midwife has also attended at least 40 births- 20 as a student and 20 as the primary midwife under supervision.  All CPMs must have a minimum of:

· 40 births
· 75 prenatal exams
· 20 initial exams
· 20 newborn exams
· 40 postpartum exams
· Current Adult CPR
· Current Infant CPR or Neonatal Resuscitation

The rigorous educational and clinical training of the midwifery student takes 3 to 5 years to complete.  Upon completion, the student must then pass a hands-on skills assessment given by a NARM Qualified Evaluator, followed by an eight-hour written examination.
Each CPM must develop:  Practice Guidelines

                                              An Informed Consent Document

                                              An Emergency Care Plan

NARM requirements for re-certification (every 3 years):
• Current certification in Adult CPR & Infant CPR or Neonatal Resuscitation

• 5 hours of Peer Review

• 25 hours of continuing education or re-take NARM exam

Twenty-three states currently require passing the NARM exam for licensure as a
direct-entry midwife.  Only 10 states actively prohibit direct-entry midwives from practicing.

Kentucky families want the option of hiring a 
Certified Professional Midwife to attend their births.
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www.kentuckymidwifery.org  
For more information contact:  
Candace Robinson (859)494-0159 or  
Juliet Dietsch (502)327-7266
kentuckymidwifery@gmail.com
